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enough to fill almost 40 to
80 Olympic pools.

Participants must live
on the lagoon, either along
a canal or the lagoon
banks. The program in-
cludes attending one of
the free workshops where
participants learn about
the project, create their
oysters' habitat (called a
page cage) and learn how
to care for and monitor
their oyster garden.

They must also agree
to monitor their oysters
weekly and to enter de-
tails about how their oys-
ter garden is doing into a
database.
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, Brevard is paying
$150,000 to start the pro
gram and is seeking
$410,000 in state grants to
expand the effort.

The program will use
an oyster mat technique
developed by Linda Wal-
ters, a biologist at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida.
Walters' methods have re-
stored 63 reefs in the Mos-
quito Lagoon, returning
4.2 million oysters to the
estuary.

Contact Waymer atZZt-Zq2-1A63 or
jwaymer@f loridatoday.com Follow
him on Twitter
@JWayEnviro

Zoo, county aim to reeruit waterfront
residents to ereate oyster gardens
ByJim Waymer
FLORIDA TODAY

Want to help cleanse
the Indian River Lagoon?

During the next few
months, you can attend
one of several free work-
shops to learn about Bre-
vard County's new "oys-
ter gardening" program.

The Brevard Zoo and
the county are recruiting
residents along the La-
goon to suspend oyster
habitats from docks.

Oysters naturally fil-ter contaminants. One
adult oyster can filter two
gallons of water per hour,
or up to 50 gallons a day,
more than 1,500 times its
body volume.

The shellfish are also
food to many animals,
habitat for other inverte-
brates and fish, and pre-
vent erosion by holding
sediments in place.

The county and its
partners hope to create as
many as 1,000 oyster gar-
dening sites, providing la-
goon waterfront dwellers
with as many as 1,000 free
seed oysters. In three to
six months, that would
grow 1 million mature
oysters, filtering about 25
million to 50 million gal-
lons of lagoon water diily,
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Contact Sammy Anderson at SAnderson@brevard-
zoo.org for information and to RSVp to join one of the
following workshops:
r Saturday Feb. 15 - 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., UF Extension
Office, 3695 Lake Dr. Cocoa.
> Saturday Feb. 22,12 to 2:30 p.m., Satellite Beach Rec-
reation Park, 1089 South patrick Dr., Satellite Beach.
r Tuesday Feb. 25, 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Trinity presby-
terian Church, 638 S. Patrick Dr.. Satellite Beach.
D Saturday March 1, 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Eastern Florida
State College, 3865 N. Wickham Rd., Melbourne.
D Saturday March 8, 9:30 a.m. to'12 p.m., Barrier lsland
Centec 8385 S Highway A1A, Melbourne Beach.
n Thursday March 13, 9:30 am to 12 p.m., University of
Florida Extension Office, 3695 Lake Dr. Cocoa.
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Brevard is paying
$150,000 to start the pro-
gram and is seeking
$410,000 in state grants to
expand the effort.

The program will use
an oyster mat technique
developed by Linda Wal-
ters, a biologist at the Uni-
versity of CentralFlorida.
Walters' methods have re-
stored 63 reefs inthe Mos-
quito Lagoon, returning
4.2 million oysters to the
estuary.

Contact Waymer atlZ't-ZlZ-1563 or
jwaymer@f loridatoday.com Follow
him on Twitter
@JWayEnviro

Zoo, county aim to reeruit waterfront
residents to ereate oyster gardens

By Jim Waymer
FLORIDA TODAY

Want to help cleanse
the Indian River Lagoon?

During the next few
months, you can attend
one of several free work-
shops to learn about Bre-
vard County's new "oYS-
ter gardening" program.

The Brevard Zoo and
the county are recruiting
residents along the La-
goon to suspend oyster
habitats from docks.

Oysters naturally fil-
ter contaminants. One
adult oyster can filter two
gallons of water per hour,
or up to 50 gallons a day,
more than 1,500 times its
body volume.

The shellfish are also
food to many animals,
habitat for other inverte-
brates and fish, and pre-
vent erosion by holding
sediments in place.

The county and its
partners hope to create as
many as 1,000 oyster gar-
dening sites, providing la-
goon waterfront dwellers
with as many as 1,000 free
seed oysters. In three to
six months, that would

. grow 1 million mature
oysters, filtering about 25
million to 50 million gal-
lons of lagoon water daily,

enough to fill almost 40 to
80 Olympic pools.

Participants must live
on the lagoon, either along
a canal or the lagoon
banks. The program in-
cludes attending one of
the free workshops where
participants Iearn about
the project, create their
oysters' habitat (called a
page cage) and learn how
to care for and monitor
their oyster garden.

They must also agree
to monitor their oysters
weekly and to enter de-
tails about how their oYs-
ter garden is doing into a
database.
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Contact Sammy Anderson at SAnderson@brevard-
zoo.org for information and to RSVP to join one of the
following workshops:
> Saturday Feb. 15 - 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., UF Extension

Office, 3695 Lake Dr. Cocoa.
r Saturday Feb. 22, 12 to 2:30 p.m., Satellite Beach Rec-

reation Park, 1089 South Patrick Dr., Satellite Beach'
r Tuesday Feb. 25, 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Trinity Presby-

terian Church, 638 S. Patrick Dr., Satellite Beach.
r Saturday March 1, 9:30 a.m. to 12 p'm', Eastern Florida
State College. 3865 N. Wickham Rd., Melbourne'
r Saturday March 8, 9:30 a.m. to '12 p.m., Barrier lsland

Center, 8385 5 Highway A1A, Melbourne Beach.
n Thursday March 13, 9:30 am to 12 p'm., University of
Florida Extension Office. 3695 Lake Dr. Cocoa.


